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HE Parliament of England is that $ gr 
and abſolute Power, which gives Lite 
Motion to the Eng/i Doe Ic py 
res and afttuarcs all its various regs; 


i$ the Parent of our Peace, Defender of our Faith, and 


Foundation of our Propertics ; ke and as the Inn, 
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(6) 
of this great Spring, and Primum Mobile of Aﬀairs, is 
in Strength and Beauty, fo will alſo all A#s and 
Performances which are derived from it, bcar a ſuitable 
proportion and ſimilitude. For whether the Conſti- 
tuting Members of this Great Body be ſ«ch, as may 
give it the denomination of Sanuftum, Indoitum or In/a- 
num, (by which Epithets ſome-former Parliaments have 
been known and diſtinguiſhed) ſuch will alſo be, all the 
Ads and Statutes which are made"by them, cach na- 


turally wearin,-che CharaCter and Likeneſs of rhar, ro 
which it owes &SBeing, 


E 
%, 


This Great acil bears a date, cozxvous perhaps 
with the Originals of our Government, and was Con- 
{tirurced with ſufficient prudence and caution, with re- 
lation to the Innocence and Ignorance of the Times 
and People then in being. Ir was ther, that a Deed 
of three Inches ſquare, was ſufficient to convey away 
rwenty good Mannors and Lordfſhips. But. Subrilty and 
Cunning. having now made-ſome bslder advances mto 
the World, we are forced to alter our Meaſures, and 
inſtead of Inches to take Ells. : It ſeems therefore ne- 
cellary, as in things of ſmaller concernment, ſo moſt 
eſpecially.in matters of ſo much greater:mament, (as is 
the ſettling and fortifying 'our Parliament,) foto cre&t 
its Bulwarks and Rampiers, that the moſt vigorous 
Attacks of Fraud and Corruption may make no 
Breaches or Inrodes upon it. It is here, our care and 
diligence ought to be applyed with the' greateſt ex- 
aQAneſs; for as our Laws and Governmentare Eſtabliſhed, 
we can derive our Happineſs or Miſery from no other 
Source. Irt.is from the Fruit of this Great Council that 
we muft expeCt our Nutrimient, and from its Branches 

our 


( 7 4 » | 
our ProteCtion ; I hope therefore it may not ſeem/over: 
Officious, if with the skilful Gardiner, I do open and 
expoſe the Roots of this great Tree of the Common- 
Wealth, with an intent that every Branch and Fibre 
may with the greater eaſe and conyeniency, 'be ſo 
trimmed and laid, that no Defefts or Redundancies 
may continue ; But that every individual of 'this 
Great Body, may happily: conſpire ro produce thar 
Peace and Tranquillicy in the Nation, which may be 
expeted from their Counlels, and a well conſtituted 


Government. | 


It ſeems then reaſonable to belieye, That the Privi- 
ledge of ſending Repreſentatives to Parliament, (though 
grounded upon a Natural and Fundamental Right in the 
People) was at firſt immediatly derived from the King ; 
for that, where Hiſtories and rds begin to tranſmir 
memorials to ſucceeding Apes, we find him (ending his 


Writs,dire&ted to ſuch Perſons, Towns, or Vills, which he 
thought moſt conſiderable within the Kingdom,by ver- 
tue of which Writs, Elections were accopionts made, 
and Repreſentatives returned to Parliament. Thar the 
_ rerogative does ſtill extend to grant this Fran- 
chiſe, to ſuch other Towns or Villages as he ſhall 
think fir, I cannot affirm, becauſe ſome | 
(a) Learned in the Law aſſure ns it cannot (a) Prons Re- 
legally be done, but by A& of Parliament. fine of Par- 
Bur others are again of a contrary opinion, 1-Part,f238;b. 
as was adjudged in the Cafe of (b) Duncar (4) pb. Rep. 
nou and (c) Newark, It is certain, that f 14. 
Parliamentary matters were never ſettled {f) Journal of 
otherwiſe than by Act of Parliament, as | Houſe. 
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(d) 5- R2.c4 appears by 1cveral (a) Statures in fuch 
rs 2s; Caſes made, and we allo find the priviledgo 
| of ſending Members to Parliament, given 
(e)27.H.8c26, to ſeveral places by (e) Act of Parliament; 
34 H.8.c13- which had been unneceſſary, could -the 
35-H.8.c.11. _. 7 
| King alone have grantcd it by any other 
Method. Ir is moreover a thing of very dangerous 
Conſequence, to have ſuch a Power lodged in the King 
alone; for then he might thereby intranchiſe what 
number of Vills he JR and by the ſame power. 
place the Eleftion of their Repreſentatives in a ſeleft 
Number, ſuch as he ſhould always have the power to 
dire& and appoint ; which would be in cfte& to chooſe 
his own Parliament, and thereby to Make or Repeal 
what Laws he pleaſes. Wherefore 1 conceive this Poing 
ought now to. be ſo ſettled, as for the future to ob- 
viate all ſuch inconveniencies which might otherwiſe 


cnlue. 


Another thing, which alſo requires the care of this 

Great Council, 1sto limit and reſtrain the exotbitancies 
of a 20 Warranto lo, that the Eleting Bu hs may 
have their priviledges and immuairics ſecured, from the 
Judgment of a Corrupr Jadge, who derives his Being, 
and table his Judicial Breath only aa volantatem Domini, 
It this Grievance be not obviated by: fome good Law, 
a King may as well deſtroy all the old Burroughs, as 
cret new ones, to the inevitable overthrow of our 
Laws and Government. 


In the next place I conceive it may become the Pru- 
dence of this Parliament (from which we may expe& 
the Foundations of our Happineſs will be ſo laid, as to 


become 


C9) 
become impregnable againſt all-che future Aſſaulcs of an 
invading Tyrranny) to look into the Conſtitutions, and 
Cuſtoms of ſuch Burroughs which have right roEle&, 
and which in ſeveral particulars, feems to require a 
rouch of the Supreme Authority to ſet them Righr. 
The firſt inconvenience they labour under, is the variety: 
of rheir reſpe@ive- Titles; fome claiming ro Ele& by 
Preſcription, others by Grant; ſome again by a ſelect 
Number, others by the Populacy ; ſome by the Magi- 
ſtrate and Burgeſſes, others by the Magiſtrate, Bur- 
geſſes and Freemen, others again by the Magiſtrate, 
Burgeſſes , Freemen, and monalty, and ſome 
alſo in- reſpe&t of their ancient Burrough Houſes 
only ; the reſt of the Town, which is the much more 
conſiderable part , being excluded. The Grievance 
which grows from-this difference of Title' in ſeveral 
Burroughs, is often ambiguity and uncertainty of Title 
in the ſame Burrough ; tor ſometimes the ſelect Num: 
ber contends with the Community , one Burrough 
Houſe with another, &c. And from hence it is, that 
we have uſually ſo many Petitioners in cach Parliament, 
the Magiſtrate not knowing which of right ought to be 
Returned. Nor can a Commitree.of Eleftions' ever 
ſertle their reſpe&tive Titles, by a final determinative 
Judgment ; for 'we find it ofcen giving an Opinion upon 
one and the fame Title, 'and in the ſame Burrough; 
differently,” as favour and power'can make the ſttonget 
intereſt. All this' may be remedied by an' Af, which 
ſhould give one and the ſame new Title to all the 
Eleting Burroughs in wo 7 and Wales, by which 
alone, they ſhould all for the future,chim ro ſend Mem- 
bers to Parliaments thereby ſerrling the EleQing power 
in'Tuch perſons, (wherherthey be . ſele&t 'Number, or 


the 
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| ( ro ) 
the whole Populace,) as in prudence ſhould be 'thoughe 
moſt convenient. f oet fon OCD 20 

The deſign of choofing the Members,. of Parliament 
by the People, was, that no Laws ſhould be made, no 
Monies raiſed, nor any Courſe purſued, by thoſe who 
fit at the Helm, but with the Stecrage and Direction of 
the People, by thcir Repreſentatives. Now by allthe 
Laws and Rules of Repreſentation, no Town, City, 
or Body of Pcople, can be repreſented without a Vote 
in the Choice of their Repreſentative. That the Parlia- 
ment as now Conltiruted, is no equal Repreſentative of 
the People, is notorious ; in that ſeveral Burroughs, ſo 
inconſiderabie, that they contain not above three or 
four Houles, ſend cach of them two Repreſentatives to 
Parliament, whilſt others (which contain an hundred 
timcs their Number of Houſes, People, Trade and 
Wealth) have no Repreſentative at all in the manage: 
ment of Publick Afﬀairs. So alſo the County of Corn- 
wall ſends no leſs than forty three Members to Parlia- 
ment, whilſt the City, and whole County of Cheſter 
ſends but four, and the twelve Counties of Wales bu 
rwenty four amongſt them all. _ | 
© From this inequality of . Repreſentation ir fob 
lows, that As arc often made which redound to 
the prejudice of the whole Body of the People, 
merely to advance the Gain and Adyantage of ſome 
particular places; as was that which Prohibited the 
Importation of 7riſb Cattle, being carried* principal! 
by the ſupernumerary Votes of ſome Gris ane 
have more Ele&ting Burroughs, than upon a juſt and 
equal Devidend, do fall to their ſhare; and- theſe being 
generally of a dry and barren. Soil are thereby chiefly 
adapted to the breeding of Cattle; which benefir uſo 

Ve 
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have been diminiſhed by an inlct of Beaſts from 
Ireland, This inconvenience may _be cafily removed 
by depriving Towns of leſs note of this Franchiſe, and 
beſtowing it upon :others of greater Conlideration in 
the ſame, or in other -Countics, which. moſt- want it, 
as do thoſe of Cambridge, Bedford, | Hartford, Hunt- 
ingdon, &C. | 


Where the EleQing Right is committed ro a elect 
Number, I. think it -were deſirable, that the Eleftors 
ſhould be choſe annually, and :not be Tenants for [Life 
in their EleQorate ; this would in a great degree prevent 
pre engagements, and corruption, which often happens 
where a' power by long contituance in one perſon, 


is apt to ſtagnate and putrifie. 


The great number of EleQors in Popular Bur: - 
roughs, and in chooſing Knights of the: Shire, re- 
quires. to be. regulated-and: limited ,- and the! power 
ot. Eletion to be fixed in the Optimacy only. My 
Reaſons for this are, -that amongſt the Elefting Crowd, 
the Majority is generally, of 'a mean and abjet For- 
rune in the World, and thereby ſubject not only to 
diſorders and quarrels, but to be miſguided alſo by 
their ignorance, and total want of that diſcerning 
faculty.,, which 'Ele&tors.;jn- fuch i weighty concerns 
ought-to, have: they are moreover under the tempta- 
tion of being Corrupted and Scduced by the inveigle- 
ments ,. of, a. lixtle:Mony, '' os a /Pot of - Ale: whillt 
thoſe. whoſe Circumſtances/are more-enlarged ;- have 
their thoughts. ſo. likewiſe, ;being- thereby raiſed be- 
yond ſuch ,low alurements,- and; rendered mote carc- 
tul bow,. and into ' whoſe Hands-they diſpolg#of - this 
$1.6 | B 2 great 
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(1) 
great Truſt, the breach whereof might at'once Rob 
and deprive them of that their fubſtance, which has 
been the acquiſition 'perhaps of ſome Ages. It was 
for theſe and ſeverat other Reafons mentioned: in the 
Preamble, that by the: Stature/of the 8. of X76. c: 7. 
it was enatted that no 'Knighe of ' the Shire ſhould 
be choſe by any, who had not a Freehold of the 
clear yearly value of 40s. per aunum, Which was then 
as much in value as 401. per anwwm is now , or has 
been, ſince the finding: our of 'the American Treaſure, 
and the colargement of our'Frade. ' And T think it bur 
reaſonable that as the value of Mony falls, .ſo the 
Wealth of the Eleors ſhould rife, and that Eleftin; 
Votes in the County thould again be limitted to fack 
only, who now have Lands and-Tenements 'ro- that 
value, which 40 5s. per annum bore in thoſe times when 
this A& was made, If this particular were thus re. 
on the numbers at the County EleQions wonld 

reduced, probably to a fourth part of whar they 
now are, and thereby the unreafonable expence iren- 
rertaining ſo. great a Crowd, and the great dan 
which may accrue from ſuch an ungovernable Mul- 
_ would be in a great: degree avoided and pre: 
vented. 


As the Perfons' EleQting ought to be Met of Sub- 
ſtance, fo in a proportioned degree ought- alſo the 
Members Ele&ed. It is not fafe to make over the 
Eſtates of che People in Truſt, 'to Men who have 
none of their own, left their Domeftick Indigencies; 
in ConjunCtion with a Foreign Tempration, 'ſhould 
warp them to a contrary Intereſt, which in former 
Parliamehts we have ſometimes fele to -our _— 

Wealth 


(432 _. 

Wealth and Subſtance will alfo give a Luſtre and Re- 
putation to our great Council, and a ſecurity. to 
che People; for their Eſtates arc then pawned, as fo 
many Pledges for their good behaviour, becoming 
thereby equal ſharers themſelves in, the - benefir or 
difadvantage which ſhall - reſult from their own Acts 


and Councils. 


Thus a good Eſtate may be a good ſecurity roen- 
gage Faith and Honeſty ; 'but. he who: fits at the 
Helm of Government, - ought not. only to be a Gra- 
duate in Fortune, but. in Prudence and Experience 
alſo. To me it ſeems extreamly irregular, to ſce the 
unfledged Youth make. his. fickt advances into the 
World, in the quality 'of a Burgeſs for Parliament, 
choſen upon no other account but becauſe it was 
his Fortune, by his Fathers carly death, to become 
the Landlord of a Neighbouring Burrough , or is 
perhaps its beſt Cuſtomer, deriving from thence the 
_ -neceſſaries of a- numerous Family. Forty years 
(whereot twenty five are generally ſpent in Child. 
hood and vanity) ſeem to be few enough to entitle 
any one to the Grandeur and Gravity of an Exg/i/h 
Senator, and why fo many, who ſcem by their green- 
neſs to' be as yet but a Novelty to the World, 
ſhould be admitted a place in this Great Council, 
whilſt thoſe of greater Age, Wiſdom, and Experience 
muſt be excluded, I do not underſtand. - 


. By the 1. #. 5. ch. 1. It is Enacted that ever 
Knight: of the Shire ſhould be choſen out of-fu 
who are Reſident in the County, and every Citizen 
and Burgeſs, from amongſt the ' Citizens and = 
gelles 
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- pelſſes of the Cities and Burroughs EleCting. How 


ar this A& ought to be obſerved, will be worth 
conſideration; for a confinement in- this Caſe, ſeems 
ro be an abridgement of a free Choice, and it often hap- 
pens, that Men of the greateſt Knowledge and Ex- 
perience in the Afﬀairs of ' the . Kingdom, have their 
Abode principally in the Metropolis, eſpecially ſuch 
of the long Robe, who by their Profeſſion are 
obliged to ir. Bur the Non-obſervance of this AZ on 
the other ſide, has been often . the occaſion that 
Courticrs have bolted into Country Burroughs,. and 
by the ſtrength of their Purſe, and liberal Baits, 
have ſo ſeduced theſe poor Rural Animals, as to 
obtain an Eleftion from them, though to the ruin 
and overthrow of their own Laws and Liberties. 
The chooſing of fuch Men to ſerve in Parliament, 
might probably be obviated, by an A, Prohibiting 
the Expence of any Mony by Treats or otherwiſe, 
in order to be Eletted, it being only to theſe indi- 
re&t' Methods, that ſuch perſons uſually owe their 
ſuccels. 7 


But when all is done, it will be found difficult 
(though with the greateſt Art) to bring an -old_ ir- 
regular StruCture into a convenient Uniformity, other: 
wiſe than by 'razing it ro the Ground, and eretin 
a new Pile by ſome better contrived deſign. For al- 
chough all the defets and irregularities in the | Ele- 
Ction of Members for Parliament before-mentioned, 
ſhould be removed. and altered, yet there ſtill remains 
ſomething in the very Conſtitution of this part of 
our Government, whichis not ſo agreeable to a curious 
thought. A True and Perte& Model to build 'by, 
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is what I dare not ,pretend to give, yet that which 
follows may :afford. ſome hints and Aſſiſtance to a 
better Fancy and Judgment. 


In reſpe& then, that every individual Perſon in the 
Nation, has a Natural Right to Vote in this Great 
Council; but this being impracticable, they are forced 
ro do it by proxy (that is). by devolving this Righc 
upon certain Common Repreſentatives indifterencly 
choſen , *for certain Select Numbers and Communi. 
ties of Men, in which the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple is, or ought to be comprehended ;, And where- 
as, every Pater-Familias, or Houſe-Keeper, is a Na: 
tural Prince, and is inveſted with an Abſolute Power 
over his Family, and has by neceflary Conſequence, 
the Votes of all his Family, Man, Woman, and 


Child included in his ; Let then the Sheriffs Preceprs 


be directed to every Pariſh within his County, 
which the next Sunday following the Receipt thereof, 
may be publickly Read after the Forenoon Sermon in 
Church ; Thereby giving notice to all the Houſe keepers 
in the Pariſh, ro meet at a convenient place, and 
certain | hour the day following; in order to choofe 
an Eleftor for the County. Let alſo the Church- 
Wardens of each Pariſh prepare a_ Liſt of eight or 


ten of. the moſt eminent Perſons for WR 
® 


and Wiſdom in their ParWh ; this Liſt ra be.broug 
the. next day to the place of Eleftion, to this pur- 
oſe, that every Houſe-keeper do,. by a dot with a 


en, adjoined to the perſon's name whom he cnclines 


to Ele, declare his Choice 3 and that by the plurali- 
ty of dots, the Ele&tor be returned by the Church- 
wardens to the Sheriff This done in each Pariſh, 


ler 
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let the Sheriff prepare a Liſt in the ſame manner, 
of the names of all the Gentry in. the County, who 
are cach worth in Lands 'and moveablkes | at leaſt 
10000 /. all Debts paid, and not under. forty 

cars of Ape ; which being in readineſs, let all the 
Hpreetcarives of Pariſhes, choſen as aforeſaid, re. 
pair to the County Town the very next day after 
the Pariſh Ele&tion is over, and [there procced to 
Ele& our of the Sheriffs Liſt, ſeven, nine, or cleven 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, or ſo many as upon 
a juſt Dividend, ſhall be thought expedient to com- 
pleat the Number of Members, which are to Act in 


this great Council. 


Before the Elefors proceed to chooſe for the 
County, it might probably be convenient ro Admi- 
niſter an Oath ro this purpoſe, That their Vote is no 
way pre-engaged, and that they will chooſe , without 
Favour or Aﬀettion , ſuch Members as in their -Con- 
ſeience they do believe moſt fit to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment. And that to the Members Elefted, u theit 
admiſſion to the Houſe, this Oath , rogether with 
the others in uſe, be Adminiſtred, viz. That the 
are worth 10000 |, all their Debts paid, and that L. 
 reflly, or indireftly they did not expend any Mony, or 
Cy whatſoever, in order to their Eleftion, and 
that they neither have, nor will receive any Gratuity 
whatſoever, upon the account of their Vote in ' Parlia: © 
ment, but that they will in all Matters that ſhall come 
before them, aft uprightly according to their Conſcience © 
and Uniterſtanding, without any private Deſign, Favour, 
-or Aﬀettion to any. | aL, Ms hs 
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That, to prevent the inconveniencies of. Fear; and 
Favour in Ele&ting, the Method be ſuch, that none 
may know on whom the Ele&ors Votes were con- 
ferred ; and it may be thus performed. Suppoſe a 
Room with two oppoſite Doors, and a Table in the 
middle, on which the Liſt. ſhall be ſpread;' All the 
Ele&ors being at one Door ,.. let them go in one by 
one, each Writing down his dots, and. going out of 
the Room at the other Door before another comes in ; 
or if this may prove tedious, it is only placing more 
Tables in the Room with every one a Liſt on it, and 
ſo many may then be admitted in 'at once, as 
there are Liſts, which will make greater diſpatch, 
and yet no diſcovery, in that every. Liſt is upon a 
ſeparate Table. To prevent allo all Fad and indirect 
practice, it will be convenient that the Officers con- 
cerned in the EleCtions, both in Pariſhes, and in the 
County, be upon their Oaths. Ir is alſo fit that a 
limitted allowance be made for the expence of the 
day, Which is to be in Pariſhes, at the Pariſh Charge, 
andinthe County Town, atthe Charge of the County, 


If any Controverſie, ariſe about EleRtions, either in 
the Pariſhes or Counties, ( which in this Method; can 
ſcarcely be ſuppoſed) it, may. be decided by the. V.gyes of 
the remaining Perſons, upon, the Liſt, who. pretend.ro 
no Election, - It ſeveral Perſons happen to have an equal 
number of Votes, it ſhall be determin'd; by Lott... If 
any Perſon from any.part, of England, ſhall ſend his 
Name to.any-particular County, co; be,inferted-iagheav 
Liſt, as a Perſon qualitzed; co ſexye ,in;Payliament 3.53 
may be done ; but none to _ in _ 

| than 


( 18 ) 
than one Liſt ata time, leſt he ſhould be choſen in both 
Counties, and ſo occaſion the trouble of a new EleCtion. 
Thar the ſame Liſt of Candidates ſhall continue till the 
diſlolution of the Parliament, if it fits not above three 
Years ; and upon the intermedial death or removal of 
any of the Members for the County, then he who had 
the next Majority of Votes upon the Liſt, to ſucceed in 
his place, without further trouble or charge of EleCtion, 


By this Method the Parliament will be a perfe&t Re- 
preſentative of the whole Body of the People, and alfo 
of every numerical Perſon in the Kingdom. Here can 
be no partial (and conſequently prejudicial) Ads 
made by ſeparate Intereſts and Faftions: None will fic 
in this Great Council but Men of Gravity, Wiſdom, 
Integrity and Subſtance; No penſionary Members ; no 
unfair EleQions ; no foul Returns; no Petitioners 
kept in Atrendance till a Diffolution ; no Qwo Warrantos 
to deſtroy the natural fundamental Rights of the Peo- 
ple; no room for Corruption, Bribery and Debauchery, 
cither in the Eleftors or the Members clected ; no Pa- 
rrimonies waſted in the Extravagancics of an Eleftion ; 
'No Bankrupts ſhrowdirig themſelves under the ſhelter 
of a Parliamentary Privilege ; No unruly Rabbles, Tu- 
mults, -Fattions and Diſorders in Election, amongſt the 
Commonalty ; 'No Heats and Animoſitics amongſt rhe 
Gentry, often cauſed by their violent Competitions : 
Bur all will be managed with that evenneſs, Juſtice and 
Temper, that nothing can. more effeQtually conduce 
to the ſecuring of our Liberties and Properties, the 
Grandicur of our Government, and the Honor of our 
'Nation, than ſuch an Eſtabliſhmen. 
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An Advertiſement. 


TX is lately Publiſhed by Randal Taylor the 
Proceedings of the preſent Parliament , juſti- 
fied by the Opinion of the moſt Judicious and 
Learned Hugo Grotions, with Conſiderations thereupon ; 
Written for the fatisfaftion of ſome of the Revercnd 


Mo... and others, who ſeem to labour under ſome 
es 


Scruples concerning the Original Right of Kings, their 
Abdication of Empire, and the Peoples inſeparable Right 
of Reſiſtance, Depoling, and of Diſpoſing, and 
Settling of the Succeſſion to the Crown. 
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